CHAPTER 11

DESIRE
1. THE NATURE OF DESIRE

WHEN the Monad sends forth his rays into the matter of the
third, fourth, and fifth planes, and appropriates to himself
an atom of each of these planes,1 he creates what is often
called his " reflection in matter," the human " Spirit ", and
the Wilt-aspect of the Monad is mirrored in the human
Atma, whose home is on the third or atmic plane. That
first hypostasis is indeed lessened in powers by the veils of
matter thus endued, but it is in no way distorted ; as a well-
made mirror produces a perfect image of an object, so is the
human Spirit, Atma-Buddhi-Manas, a perfect image of the
Monad, is, indeed, the Monad himself veiled in denser mat-
ter. But as a concave or convex mirror yields a distorted
image of an object placed before it, so do the further re-
flexions of the Spirit in, or involutions into, yet denser matter
show but distorted images thereof.

Thus, when the Will, in its downward progress, veiling
itself farther on each plane, reaches the world immediately
above the physical, the astral world, it appears therein as

1 See Parti, Chapter IV, 3.